
 

  

RUST NEVER SLEEPS. 

NO JET LAG AND NO COMPLACENCY 

AT WILD CARD BOXING CLUB. 

  

“IT’S ALL ABOUT BOXING IMMORTALITY 

FOR MANNY PACQUIAO.” 

World-Famous Freddie Roach 
  

           HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA (July 9, 2021) – Four days removed from flying around 
the world to Los Angeles, eight-division world champion and boxer laureate Senator Manny 
“Pacman” Pacquiao (62-7-2, 39 KOs), who hails from Sarangani Province in the 
Philippines, had the head gear on and sparred four rounds with two taller and younger 
southpaws at world-famous Freddie Roach’s Wild Card Boxing Club in Hollywood, Calif. on 
Thursday.  The small audience that observed the session included two people assigned by 
the Voluntary Anti-Doping Association (VADA) to collect a blood sample following his workout – 
the second time VADA has tested Manny this week.  Manny has powered his way through jet 
lag to train two to three hours daily at Wild Card every afternoon while starting most mornings 
with runs at either Pan Pacific Park or running straight up the hills of Griffith Park to the iconic 
Hollywood Sign, followed by a series of 1,000 sit-ups.  It is an extraordinary feat for any athlete, 
but for the 42-year-old amazin’ Manny, it is just a walk in the park. 

Manny takes on undefeated unified WBC and IBF Welterweight World Champion Errol 
“The Truth” Spence Jr. (27-0, 21 KOs), from Desoto, Texas, in a blockbuster championship 
showdown that headlines a FOX Sports PBC Pay-Per-View Saturday, August 21 from T-Mobile 
Arena in Las Vegas.  The pay-per-view will begin at 9 p.m. ET / 6 p.m. PT. 

           “Manny lives for the challenge and the competition.  Manny loves hearing that the Las 
Vegas odds and the media favor Errol Spence,” said Freddie.  “Manny knows it’s a tough fight – 
probably his toughest – but that’s why he began his conditioning so early in the 
Philippines.  Usually, jet lag keeps him out of the gym for one day the first week he arrives in 
Los Angeles.  Not this time.  He has been here every day, training two and half to three hours 
each afternoon.  I usually hold off sparring the first week, but Manny insisted on sparring 



yesterday, so we brought in Maurice Lee (5’11) and Alexis Rocha (5’10), who went two rounds 
each with Manny.  Manny has achieved so much in his boxing career and in his life.  But 
everyone in camp can sense this fight has a special meaning.  It is not just about beating a top 
pound-for-pound fighter or winning more titles.  This time it’s all about boxing immortality for 
Manny Pacquiao.  I am a Red Sox fan, and I can tell he wants to go out like Ted Williams did, 
hitting a home run in his last at bat.  By the way, Ted Williams was also 42 when he did that.” 

           “What a great experience,” said Lee, 29, who boasts a professional record of 12-1-2, 5 
KOs.  “I thought since he had just flown in from the Philippines, he would be a little tired and I 
could catch him with a few shots.  But he was sharp, elusive, and unpredictable.  Video tape 
does not prepare you for his speed and the angles he fights from.  His punches were coming 
from everywhere!  Calling him elite would be an understatement.” 

           “Sparring with Manny was definitely a learning experience,” said Rocha, 24, who scored 
a second-round knockout victory over James Bacon in June to improve his record to 17-1, 11 
KOs.  “Manny has a very awkward style to fight because his punches come from all 
directions.  He has fast and heavy hands and he throws punches in bunches.       

************************** 

Manny Pacquiao and Errol Spence will kick off the promotional campaign side by side this 
Sunday, July 11, when they will appear for a live televised press conference on FOX (and 
the FOX Sports app) beginning at 5 p.m. ET / 2 p.m. PT.  The hour-long program will feature 
commentary from former opponents Keith “One Time” Thurman and “Showtime” Shawn Porter, 
who will offer their analysis before Pacquiao and Spence return to their training camps. 

Remaining tickets for the Pacquiao-Spence world championship event, which is promoted by 
TGB Promotions, MP Promotions and Man Down Promotions, can be purchased through t-
mobilearena.com and axs.com. 

         #         #          # 

 For more information: 
visit www.premierboxingchampions.com, http://www.foxsports.com/presspass/homepage and w
ww.foxdeportes.com, follow on Twitter @PremierBoxing, @PBConFOX, @FOXSports, 
@FOXDeportes and @TGBPromotions become a fan on Facebook 
at www.Facebook.com/PremierBoxingChampions, www.facebook.com/foxsports & www.facebo
ok.com/foxdeportes. 

CONTACTS:  

Tim Smith, Premier Boxing Champions: timothy@haymonboxing.com 
Andrew Fegyveresi, FOX Sports: Andrew.Fegyveresi@FOX.com 
Vernon Cheek, FOX Sports: Vernon.Cheek@FOX.com 
TGB Promotions: (818) 817-8001 
Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500, contact@swansonpr.com 
Fred Sternburg, Manny Pacquiao: Toofred@aol.com, (303) 548-0707 
Katharine Sherrer, MGM Resorts: ksherrer@mgmresorts.com 
Media Credentials: www.magnamedia.com 
 


